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ACTION NEA-12 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 10-14 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 OMB-01 DRC-01 /128 W 

007395 

R 270850Z MAR 74 
FM USINT BAGHDAD 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 870 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO UNN 
USINT DAMASCUS UNN 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS BAGHDAD 0186 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, IZ 

SUBJECT: KURDISH AUTONOMY 
REE: BAGHDAD 0136 

1. ON MARCH 26 RCC PROMULGATED FIVE DECREES TO FURTHER IMPLEMENT 
KURDISH AUTONOMY DECISION OF MARCH 11. 

2. FIRST DECREE ESTABLISHES LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF 80 MEMBERS 
ELECTED FOR THREE YEAR TERM. ARTICLE 10 PROVIDES THAT MEMBERS 
OF FIRST COUNCIL CAN BE CHOSEN RATHER THAN ELECTED. NO MENTION 
OF WHEN COUNCIL MAY BE SELECTED OR CONVENED. 

3. SECOND DECREE GRANTS THIRTY DAY AMNESTY PERIOD DURING WHICH 
ALL KURDISH MEMBERS OF ARMED EORCES, POLICE, SECURITY AND 
BORDER GUARDS WHO LEET THEI POSTS MAY REPORT TO MILITARY POSTS 
WITHOUT PUNISHMENT. 
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4. THIRD DECREE PROVIDED THAT ARABIC SHALL BE LANGUAGE OF OFFICIAL 
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND AUTONOMOUS REGION BUT 
THAT IN VIRTUALLY ALL OTHER AREAS EITHER KURDISH OR ARABIC ACCEPT- 
ABLE. 

5. EOURTH DECREE ESTABLISHES KURDISTAN APPEAL DEPARTMENT AT 
ERBIL. 

6. EIETH DECREE PROVIDES THAT SCHOOLS MAY BE ESTABLISHED EOR KURDS 
OUTSIDE AUTONOMOUS AREA. 

7. ONLY KURDISH REACTION THUS EAR IS RE- APPEARANCE OF KDP DAILY 
AT-TAAKHI ON MARCH 27 EOR EIRST TIME SINCE MARCH 12. EDITORIAL 
PRAISES AUTONOMY MEASURES AS POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE AND OE 
HISTORIC IMPORTANCE EOR KURDISH PEOPLE. EDITORIAL SAYS "OUR KDP 
SHALL SPARE NO EFEORT IN SUPPORTING ARAB-KURDISH BROTHERHOOD". 

EXTENT TO WHICH AT-TAAKHI NOW SPEAKS EOR KDP, HOWEVER, IS HIGHLY 
QUESTIONABLE IN VIEW OE EACT AZIZ AKRAWI HAS REPLACED DARA TAWEIQ 
AS EDITOR-IN-CHIEE. AS ADDRESEES WILL RECALL, AKRAWI SPLIT WITH 
BARZANI IN EARLY EEBRUARY (BAGHDAD 79). 

LOWRIE 
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